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*> God glorified in his Works of 
Providence and Grace, &c. 



INTRODUCTION. 

THERE is nothing more evident and uni- 
verfal, than the proof of a Deity, in all 
thofe works and wonders, which conftantly 
appear with fuch marks of uncreated wifdom, 
power, and goodnefs, as loudly fpeak their 
author, God. For " the invifible things of 
him, from the creation of the world, are clear- 
ly feen, being underflood by the things that 
are made, even the eternal power and God- 
head :" So that they who had only this evi- 
dence of bis being and perfections from ex- 
ifting nature, and that knew God only by the 
light of nature, and yet glorified him not, as 
God, were without excufe. 

And not only are the works of creation, in 
the vaft variety of their natures, in their un- 
told numbers, in their mining beauties, in 
their furprifing order, harmony, direction and 
ufe, fuch evident proofs of a God ; But the 
works of providence, are alike plain and un- 
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eonteftible evidences of a fupreme Being, that 
is infinitely wife, powerful and kind. In thefe 
he hath not left himfeif without witnefs, in 
that he did good. He the true God did good 
like a God, and fo as no other could do. — 
And this he doth continually, in a multitude 
of ways, defending and upholding of us, in 
life and motion, &c. For, in him we live 
and move, as well as have our being. Every 
breath we draw, is by new leave and pow- 
er from him, and if he mould withhold the 
fame one moment, in that moment we Ihould 
die. 

Among the innumerable inflances of a di- 
vine and perpetually beneficent providence, 
ibme are eminently marvellous, in the prefer- 
vation, -defence and deliverance of his poor 
creatures ; and demand our mod fpecial no- 
tice, as there are in them the more fignal dif- 
playo of the wifdom, power, care and faith- 
fulnefs of a God ; and by them, is given a 
more plain and ample teflimony for God. — 
So. that they who remain evil and unthank- 
ful after all thefe, are left without excufe, in- 
deed. - 

And when to all thefe, is added the moft 
tg and affecting proof of the manifold 
JOI and rich mercy of God, in the re- 
demption of rebel man by Jefus Chrift ; the 
the obligations to this glorious Being are in- 
creafed beyond expreffion. And how can a- 
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ny under the goipel, be excufed, who don't 
with warm affections of foul, improve thefe 
evidences cf the divine Being and benevo- 
lence to the purpofes of their duty and God's 
glory ? 

But as the proofs of a Deity, which are dif- 
played all abroad in creation and providence, 
breaking forth, and mining out from every 
part of the creation, as aifo in every fcene of 
providence, are open to ail ferious obfervers ; 
So the brighter and more engaging evidences 
of a God in the revelation and gilt of Jefp 
Chriit the faviour, cannot efcape the molt' 
pleafing obfervation of all, whofe eyes are o- 
pened to beheld the glory of God in the face 
of his fon. Never, O never do the proofs of 
a Deity fhine forth with fuch facisfying clear- 
nefs and fvveet influence, as they do in Chrift 
Jefus ; in whom the great and glorious God 
may be known, and believed in 5 known and 
loved ; known and rejoiced in and enjoyed 
forever. This kind of proof, furely cannot 
fail of having a mod folemn, fweet and prac- 
tical regard from all that have felt the power 
of it, in their converfion, and blelfed confor- 
mity to God by Jefus Chrifl. 

And how often is it, that the fnbjects whom 
providence Angles out, in a remarkable man- 
ner, to difplay the perfections of God upon 
them, in their deliverance from bodily evils. 
and lb to make them witneifes for him, — are 
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the very fame whom grace pitcheth upon too, 
for the fame purpofe ; in their falvation from 
fin and Hell. And fo, almighty providence, 
and rich grace eminently meet at the com- 
mand of fovereignty, which mines illuftriouf- 
ly in them both. 

Thus it was in the days of our favioiir, when 
the miracles of power, in healing men's bo- 
dies, were attended with thofe of grace, in the 
healing of their fouls. And how beautiful 
the fight now, when in fome imitation there- 
of, the fubjects of an extraordinary deliver- 
ance by providence, do appear to be alfo the 
fubjects of converting and faving grace ? The 
finger of God, in fome new inflances of late, 
has appeared in a very wonderful manner, in 
healing and refloring perfons from long im- 
potency and confinement ; whofe difficulties 
had long baffled all means, and feemed be- 
yond the ordinary methods of cure. And O 
how much more of God Itill has there been 
in fuch inflances, when they have been hope- 
fully wrought upon, by almighty fovereign 
grace too ! 

God's creatures are all his abfolute proper- 
ty, and he may fingle out which of them he 
pleafeth to be the diflinguifhed fubjects of his 
power and grace. And this perfon, of whofe 
deliverances I have undertaken to give fome 
account, has appeared for a long feries of years 
to have been a remarkable fubjecl:, and as it 
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Were a vifible feat of the divine wonders/-** 
God's dealings with her have been very un- 
common, and even fmgular all along. And 
by the whole frame of his -difpenfations tow- 
ards her, it has looked as if God might have 
fome referves of uncommon favour for her, 
and defigns of difplaying his fovereign wif- 
dom, power and goodnefs in fomething ex* 
traordinary with refpect. to her, as the event 
now -fheweth. Under fome of the greatefl 
weight of the hand of providence upon her, 
there often appeared a wonderful uplifting of 
the heart and foul, by the power of grace at 
work in her. And the work of God in her, 
has ever appeared to bear fome proportion to 
the dealings of God with her. And now, 
what doth at lafl fo evidently appear to be 
done for her, feems to have been aimed at, 
and defigned in the whole fcheme of provi- 
dence, and train of events concerning her ; 
fo much is it of a piece with the reft. And 
though no one could pretend to have fore- 
feen it, yet now it has happened, it doth feem 
to be fome extraordinary remit of divine coun- 
fel and compafiion, the fruit of refolute mer- 
cy, which though contented to appear in flow 
progrefs for many years (in order to mske 
the more illuftrious difcovery of itfelf in the 
clofe) at length breaks forth and makes its 
way thro' all difficulty, appears more open, 
and exerts itfelf in a very difcernable and fur- 
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priimg deliverance. A gracious providence 
(it feems) had for years together before this, 
been doing enough, in a more gradual 
to fix her, and others attention to God's fig- 
nal care of her, and to keep up a fecret hope 
of fome greater deliverances itill ; but now, 
when the kt time was come, to favour her 
with liberty, and to make the divine power 
and praife the more illuftrious ; behold, her 
reftoration, mufl take an unumal fiiretch, as 
if the Lord had not forgotten that preroga- 
tive character of his — The Lord loofeth the pri~ 
Joncrs — the Lord raifcth them that are bowed 
doivn. And as if he would yet be known in 
that his incomparable character, Who is like 
unto thee, Lord, glorious in holi??efs, fearful 
in praifes, doing^ wonders. Verily, he hath re- 
membred her, in her low eftate, for, his mer- 
cy endureth forever. And this (as, I might 
obferve) has been the iflue of much prayer 
for her, as well as in confequence of great 
faith, which has appeared to be wrought in 
her, and exercifed by her. But, God chuf- 
eth whom he will to be the fubje&s of his 
mercy, he hath mercy on whom he will have 
mercy. And fo he fits, whom he will, in and 
by them, to make his power and grace known, 
and to glorify himfelf before the world. 

The defign of publifhing this account, is 

not to extol the fubject of this deliverance, 

: i e divine author of it. And not to fpeak 
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of what appears excellent in her any further, 
than it may feem neceffaryj to give fome am- 
ple teltimony for Gcd, in what he hath done 
for her. According to her own words, " Oh 
let the Lord humble me, and let none take 
notice of me, but for God's fake, and for his 
honour." And forafmuch, as fhe feems to 
view every thing in her, that juftly looks well 
to others, as God's creature and gift, rather 
than as her excellence ; and alfo to give all 
that God has any way done for her, back a- 
gain unto him in acknowledgment and praife, 
I hope it will not be accounted any tranfgref- 
fion of rule, to fpeak of her as a monument 
of the mercy and power of God, which can- 
not be hid. Yea, fuch an open inftance here- 
of, wherein the Lord hath been pleafed to ap- 
pear in his ftrength of falvatiom Yea, 'tis fo 
far from being the defign of this narrative to 
magnify a poor worm, the fubject. of it, that 
it is rather to promote her humility ; by let- 
ting her yet more into herfelf to fee (till more 
of her own vilenefs and nothingnefs in the 
light of the knowledge of God, and of his 
works of wonder ; which are here fet before 
her, as a glafs, wherein fhe may (as in fome 
entire view of God's dealings with her) fee 
what the Lord hath done for her ; and this 
ranged, fomething in the order of her expe- 
rience of it. And O let her eyes be turned 
inward upon herfelf, as well as lifted uj wards 
A 2 
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to God and Chrift, and let her foul be filled 
with facred love, gratitude and wonder, that 
ever the Lord would look upon fuch a vile 
creature, and tingle her out, to be fuch a 
monument of his almighty power and grace, 
Something as it was with poor Mephiboiheth, 
who bowed himfelf, and faid, what is thy fer- 
•vant, that that JJjouldJi look upc-i fuch a dead 
dog as I am. 

Furthermore, the defign hereof is to fex the 
remembrance of the doings of the Lord, up- 
on the hearts of the beholders hereof, and So 
to imprefs thofe truths, and that fenfe of God 
and divine things, which fome feemed to have 
received by feeing how great things the Lord 
had done for her. 

I have (with others) been fundry times to 
the place, converfed frequently with her, and 
feen her the Subject of deliverances, as I had 
before feen her the fubjcct of impotency. I 
have alfo made careful inquiry into the mat- 
ters of fact, concerning her ; and got inform- 
ation of the credibility of the particular wit- 
nefles to them. And took the utmolt care I 
could, that this might be a juft account of 
things, and have here represented them as they 
a*e, in their own native Simplicity, without 
giving any determinate opinion of the prccife 
nature of the deliverance wrought for her, 
efpecially in the furprizingly free ufe of her 
feet, but leave the reader entire]/ to judge 
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thereof himfelf, according as k ffiall appear 
to him from the whole. Only obferve, that 
there doth feem, upon the ftricted examina- 
tion into it, to be plentiful matter of the d'- 
vine praife and glory, which I hope is the go- 
verning defign of this hiftory. And in draw- 
ing out the materials of it, and ranging of 
things in their own order, it will be fomething 
r.cceifary and not incongruous to intermix 
fomething of her inward, Chriftian experi- 
ence with the train of God's dealings with 
her : Becaufe the defigns of providence and 
grace, do really appear, to have been in fa£t, 
carried on together. And 1 truft this inter- 
mixture will relifh well with the ferious read- 
er, as it doth actually reflect, a beauty upon 
the work of the Lord, and a glory to the au- 
thor. 

I mall only add this further, that the things 
here related are what many do know and 
fpeak of, without any "doubt of the truth and 
certainty of them. And that the moil; won- 
derful even of all, viz. her fudden rifing up, 
and walking and leaping as one at liberty 
from long impotency, did not happen to her 
when alone, nor was the thing done in a cor- 
ner, but a multitude (who had been worihip- 
ping with her at the houfe) law it, and won- 
dered. And fince that time, the evidence of 
her deliverance growing yet ltronger, 'tis the 
ion of many ferious and judicious perTon^ 
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that it is worthy of notice, among the won- 
derful works or the Lord, which he will have 
to be remembered. At whofe defire, I have 
here given the following account, in brief, 
and in the order as follows. 



Mr. Lord's Account 

OF 

Mrs. MERCY WHEELER. 



"ERCY WHEELER (daughter of Mr. 
Ifaac Wheeler, of Plainfield, and of 
Sarah his wife) was born in the year 1706, 
and from a child was favored with a fignal 
meafure of health, until the 20th year of her 
age, wherein me was feized with the nervous 
fe-vcr in the latter end of the fummer, in 1726". 
And thereupon, fell into fuch weaknefs as pro 
ved almoft beyond example. By the fummer 
following fne was bro't fo low as to be whol- 
ly confined to her bed, which confinement 
continued many years. And for feveral of 
thofe years was fo reduced, and under fuch a 
prevailing fever, that for a great while toge- 
ther, even every day was expected to be the 
lafl. 

But, before' I proceed to give the particu- 
lar account of her weaknefs, I muft obferve, 
that when frrfl feized with her ficknefs, fhc 
Was under fome awakenings and concern a- 
bout her foul, which grew upon her greatly 
in the time of that ficknefs, and in about fix 
week«| her foul-diftrefs rofe to a crifis, when 
fhe experienced fuch a change, and received 
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comfort, tyhich proved .a continui 
and of permanent feryice to her, in all her 
fubfequeiit low eft ate of body. She appeared 
very calm and compofed in her mind, pal 
in tribulation, inftant in prayer, refigncd to 
the divine will, and L-rious in her difcoi 
hue qtlierwjfe made little or no difcovf i 
her convernon then. And therefore I fhall 
refer the account of this, to that place in the 
narrative., where it moft naturally comes in, 
as to the date of her own more explicit rela- 
tion of it — And further will only obierve here, 
that all along, even in the greatefl extremity 
of her pain and weaknefs, me had much faith 
and hope, and comfort in God through Jefus 
Chrift, and often enjoyed fweet communion 
with him by his word and fpirit, which were 
abundantly with her. Yea, excepting fame 
feafons of temptations, darknefs ard. fear, fhe 
was very comfortable in the whole courfe of 
her confinement. And when fhe could not 
converfe with her friends, by reafon of her 
extreme weaknefs, fhe had (by her account 
afterwards) refrefhing converfe with Heaven ; 
infomuch that (lie would fomeumes fay, — 
<c Since the Lord v/as with me in that prifon, 
and made it as a palace to me, with his pre- 
fence, I could freely go back there, if it was 
liis will that I mould." And it feems as if 
the joy of the Lord was her ftrcngth in her 
weaknefs and confinement, or elle it don't 
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me of nature could I 
together fo long, under fuch extraordinary 
mifery and impotency, before any remarka- 
ble revival of nature at all. 

And now, that God may have all the glo- 
ry of upholding her thus, in fuch a low eftate, 
for fo long a time, and at length reviving her ; 
here follows the account of fome fymptoms of 
her uncommon weaknefs and low eftate. 

Her flefh confumed, till fhe was reduced to 
a mere fkeleton ; for, her appetite was gone, 
and fhe Hot able to eat, or bear either bread, 
or flefh of any kind, for the fpace of five 
years ; and as to provision, fupported only, 
by thin liquid food, and this fome of the moft 
mean in nature and drefs, that can be ima- 
gined, and put into her mouth only by fpoon- 
fuls \ and them, but three at a time, twice a 
day, and fometimes but once in a day. Thus 
it was during thefe five years, or the greateft 
part of that te mi. 

Her ftrength had failed to that degree, that 
fhe could not move her head upon the pillow, 
for a great while together, nor yet any limb 
to help herfelf at all. — And fo weak in this 
time, that when they turned her in the bed, 
fhe often, and ufually fainted. — So weak tha<- 
fhe could not fpit at all, but only opened her 
mouth, and let her ipittle run'out of it. — So 
k in her vital parts, that her fpeech whol- 
ly failed her, fo that fhe was not able to ex- 
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prefs her thoughts by whifpers, to the under- 
standing of any, but thofe of the family, who 
had learnt by the motion of her lips rather 
than by any diftinft articulation, to know her 
mind in fome meafure. Her ftrength fo gone 
in this time, that fhe fcarce opened her eyes 
at all ; and when fhe did, could hardly fee, 
fo as to diflinguifh perfons, whom me had 
been moil acquainted with ; and knew but a 
very few, of all that came to fee her. 

Such was her extreme weaknefs, that her 
heart was not perceived to "beat in all this time, 
and fhe generally lay with her mouth open, 
panting for breath as if a dying, and as it 
was thought, fometimes, actually dying ; and 
once, to appearance, gone for a great while, 
fo that they clofed her eyes, and thought fhe 
would revive no more — Such were the fymp- 
toms of her low ftate, which divers knew, and 
have declared from their own knowledge. 

It may be noticed here, that in this time of 
her extraordinary weaknefs a variety of means, 
with much expence, were ufed for her, but all 
in vain, 'till after the experiment of the cold 
bath. Near the clofe of this time of her low 
ftate, this was once ufed, and gave fuch a (hock 
to her feeble frame, that for a month after, 
her hands were drawn up and faft clenched, 
and not a joint from her fingers ends to her 
moulder, would bend any more than one en- 
tire bone. - Her feet alio, were affected in 
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fome like manner. However, after this mock 
it was obfervecl, that means began to operate 
upon her. Not only were her joints loofen- 
ed, and her fingers efpecially, which had been 
fo fuddenly contracted, recovered gradually to 
their proper extenfion, but fhe began to re- 
vive with inward ftrength. Indeed her knees 
and ancles did not recover now, nor all along, 
any thing like to her arms and hands : and 
even thefe were not fuddenly reftored to their 
ufe ; for dill die could not hold fo much as 
a fpoon in her hand to feed herfelf, nor yet 
kept her fingers out ftraight, when me held 
out her arm, but with their own weight, they 
would drop. But yet me was for fome time 
recovering vital ftrength before flic fpake out 
with an audible voice. 

Thus after fomethmg more than five years 
from the beginning of her clofe confinement, 
me began to mend. And in April, 1732, on 
the public Anniverfary Faft Day her voice was 
reftored to the furprize of them about her ; 
which had thefe remarkablcs attending it : — 
She had been for fome time now under a 
cloud, in which time me befought the Lord, 
for the manifeftations of divine light and love, 
and prayed that if fhe was the Lord's, he 
would be pleafed to give her fome token for 
good : And having a great defire (if it might 
be N ; lb to recover from her long weaknefs and 
prefent darknefs, as to be able to fpeak of 
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what, fiie was yet ready to hope, God had done 
for her, and efpecially to fpeak fomething to 
her youthful companions : her thoughts ran 
much upon the liberty of fpeech, with earneft 
prayer that this might be reftored. And ac- 
cordingly, it was fo, and that very fuddenly 
and furprifmgly, fo that me fpake out audibly, 
and what (he was firft heard to fay, was, ' O 
what God has done for me now ! He hath o- 
pened my mouth that hath been mut many 
years.' Upon which me went en talking of 
God and divine things in an agreeable man- 
ner : And giving fome account of God's deal- 
ings with her, which me was much difpofed to 
fpeak of, and withal, expreffed a great defire 
of others convernon, and being devoted to 
God : But it feemed to her, (as me told me) 
\ That fne had never done any thing for God.' 
The ufe of her fpeech now, continued forty- 
eight hours, and then failed again for about 
the fpace of two years. 

Now, it is not fuppofed that her fpeech fail- 
ed at firfc through any fpecial defect in the or- 
gans of fpeech, but rather through univerfal 
v/caknefs, and failure of vital ftrength ; fo that 
{lie was not able to deliver breath enough, to 
give the air any forcible vibration, to make an 
articulate found. And when me did fpeak, 
(it feems) fhe had been fome time recovering 
vital flrength, which in fome meafure prepar- 
ed her for it j and that me fpake fo fuddenly 3 
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and with fbrength than me had fecrned 

to have yet habitually recovered ; might be 

■ an extraordinary vifit from God at 

! it be difficult unto us, *o 

, that what oi : gradually recovered 

her to fj 

m, might be fupplied 

ice of divine 

.1 comfort in her foul ? 

which for tb. ty d:f- 

fufe fuch further vigour and ftrength into her 

Lial frame, and raifc her courage with her 

difpofition to exert herfelf thus, as was fuffi- 

cient for this purpofe. For if fear of the Lord 

(or the vigorous acting of the divine life) is 

health (or medicine) to the navel, and doth 

invigorate the feat of animal life ; it feems, 

that, fome extraordinary fenfe of divine truth 

and love, may do fomething in a languid Hate 

to give new fprings to the organs of ipeech. — 

Certain it is, that heavinefs in the heart of man 

maketh it (loop : But a good word (of which 

kind many were fpoken to her foul) maketh it 

rdad. And, out of the abundance of the 

heart, efpecially when refreshed with divine 

light and joy, the mouth more readily and 

powerfully fpeaketh. It doth feem as if there 

was fomething extraordinary in her being able 

t fortius 48 hours, while under that 

Lil fenfe of divine things ; becaufe, Ciie 

failed again fo foon ; when yet, afterwards her 
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animal ftrength appeared much as it was be- 
fore. And now after this remark, I am not 
about to lay. whether her fpeaking for this 
fhort feafon, was defigned as a fpicimen of 
further favor, in her continued power to fpeak, 
nor whether its failure for the two years, 
might be to try her faith and patience and re- 
fignation ; though the event anfwered well 
to°both — For in thefe two years it pleafed the 
Lord to give her remarkable quietnefs of foul, 
and.fubmimo will; and though fome- 

times in the dark, yet for the molt part, flie 
appeared to know much of God, and. as fhe 
humbly thinks, was ftrengthened more to be- 
lieve arid hope in God, 'till her ipeech was re- 
itored to her again. But whatever was the 
defgn of God in this extraordinory difpenfa- 
tlon, or however accomplifhed ; the thing was 
in fact fo, fhe did fpeak, and then could not for 
this term of time, as fhe and others relate it. 

Sometime before fhe fpake again, fhe had 
recovered ftrength, fo as to be able to fit up in 
the bed, and feed herfelf, which was now be- 
tween feveri and eight years, fmce ihe had fo 
far helped herfelf, and was able to whifper 
mere intelligible than (lie had done in years 
before, but, yet not able to fpeak out- — And 
a little before fhe did fo, fhe was led to medi- 
tate on the power of Chrift, in his openin 
mouth of the dumb man — And on his j 
to help her in that cafe of impotency that me 
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was in : at which time, it feem'd as if her faith 
was greatly affifted, and fhe enabled to truft 
in the power of Chrift, and was help'd to 
take courage from the willingnefs of Chrift:, to 
help fueh a poor creature, as fhe was. Soon 
after this, fhe was enabled to exert herfelf in 
the ufe of fpeech, even with furprifing force 
and freedom. The people by her, wondered, 
as they perceived her mouth was opened, and 
her lips fhewing forth the praifes of God : 
And fhe herfelf greatly affected with it. Now 
her heart and mouth was full with the 103 
Pfalm, ' Blefs the Lord, O, my foul, and all 
that is within me, blefs his holy name, &c* 
She called upon others to praife God, with 
and for her ; and wanted that even ' every 
thing that hath breath fhould praife the Lord.' 
Her fpeech now continued, and is (I truft) 
through God's grace abundantly ufcd in praif- 
ing of him. As fhe appeared very muchfub- 
dued and refigned to God, under her various 
reftraints by providence, fo upon every releafe 
her foul feem'd to be the more enlarged in 
his praife. And in the general courfe of her 
extraordinary trials and helps,'it was remarka- 
ble, that fhe feldom had relief, but fhe was firfl 
made willing to have every thing as God 
would have it to be. And as this rendered 
her confinement and low flate eafy to her, 
fbccaufe fhe faw it was the will of God, that 
fiie Ihould be iix that flate, and was therefore 
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reconciled to it) fo every relief and mercy, 
both in kind and degree derived its fweetnefs 
from its being the pleafure of the Lord to give 
it to her. When fhe was very poor, mew aid 
fay, * I am well enough, becaufe I am juft fo 
well as God would have me, and dare not fay 
I would have it otherwife.' — And when fhe 
was better, fhe would, fay ' I rejoice in the 
cafe and help I have, only that * God may be 
glorified in and by me.' 

After fhe had the liberty of fpeech forne 
lime fhe more particularly related what God 
had hopefully done for her foul in the time of 
her ficknefs ; and efpecially, that experience 
of the power of God upon her heart, which, 
me hopes is a faving converfion to God. Of 
which, I fhall in this place, give the account, 
as both formerly, and now lately fhe has relat- 
ed it — And though it is what fhe experienced 
rt fix weeks after her ficknefs began ; yet 
rbrafmu'ch as fhe never gave any diftincr. ac- 
count of it, till after the reftoration of her 
fpeech the fecond time, I conceive this is the 
moil proper place to infert it. And it is as 
follows : 

"In the latter end of Augufl 1726, in the 
20th year of my age, as I was taking care of 
my fn>er in her ficknefs, and when me was ap- 
prehenfive of death's approach, (appearing to 
have realifing views and to be under the power- 
ful fenfe of eternal things) fl, e addrefltd her* 
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fclf to me, after this manner, c Sifter, you are 
young, and of an age very much expofed to 
temptation — but you mould remember, that 
not your youth will exempt you from the 
itroke of death, therefore pray confider whe- 
ther you are prepared for it, &c.'— Which, 
was a means, by the bleiTmg of God, of put- 
ting me upon fome ferious confiderations, and 
not thinking my ftate to be good, yea, know- 
ing that I was not prepared to die, and not 
knowing how foon the hand of the Lord might 
touch me, or how foon death might come, I 
felt fomething concerned about my foul and 
eternity. And in a few days after viz, on the 
firft of September following, it pleafed God to 
viiit me with the fame diftemper which my 
fifter had ; and that, in a terrible manner. 
And now her words feemed to be verified in 
this, that my youth was no fence againft fick- 
nefs and death, for I was very fick, and death 
in a frightful view of it, flared me in the face, 
and I expected no other but to die in a little 
time. And inftead of my former vain mirth, 
and youthful follies, it feemed as if I rauft be 
foon> reaping the bitter fruits of them. It 
pleafed God with this ficknefs, to fend his 
holy fpirit to convince me of fin, and of my 
m ferable ftate : — I expected to die, but it 
was fomething beyond the grave which my 
heart trembled and mrunkat the thought aria 
view of. The fins of my life, were now fct in 
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order before my face : And even my whole 
life appeared as one continual acl of fin, or 
feries of rebellion againft God ; and nothing 
but deftruction appear'd before me, as my por- 
tion. I attempted to cry for mercy, but a 
fenfe of my guiltinefs, and the terrible appre- 
henfions of the wrath of God, almoft over- 
whelmed me. Thofe paflages of Scripture in 
Prov. i, 24, 29 ; came to mind, and took 
hold of me — Becaufelhave called, and you have 
refufed, &c. I alfo will laugh at your calamity, 
&c. I faw that I had flighted the offers of 
grace,yea, been regardlefs of all the warnings, 
threatnings, calls and invitations of the word, 
and fet light by all means. And it feemed as 
if my day of grace was over. My concerns 
held, and encreafed for about fix weeks, and in 
this time it often appeared to me, that I was 
the mod vile and miferable creature in the 
world. And in my diflrefs and anguifh of 
foul, it feemed fometimes as if I mould have 
been glad to have changed conditions with 
the beads of the field, looking upon my cafe 
infinitely worfe than theirs, for that I had an 
immortal foul deftroyed by fin, which I ex- 
pected muil bear the dreadful wrath of God 
forever, for the fin of my nature, and the fins 
of my life, which I faw cleaved to me. Then 
fometimes, I fhould have encouragement, that 
the day of grace was not pafl, that there might 
be hope for fuch an one a.§ I f And was parti- 
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culavly encouraged from thefe ptffiages, 
ye the Lord while he may be found- — They thai 
fcek me early ftjall find me. And now, I was 
with more courage put. upon feeking ; if hu.T-. 
ly God might be found : but then, fuch text?, 
would come into my mind, Without hoi 
no man J/jatt fee the Lord-— And the facr 
a f the wicked are an abo?nination to the Lord-.. 
So that I could not get any lafling eafe and 
relief by all my duties — But on the contrary ,. 
I was made, to fee fuch evil in niyfelf, and fin 
in every thing I did, that the more 1 did, the 
worfe I feemed to be, and the more dreadful 
my cafe appeared, for that ray prayers air": 
all eouid not help me. It feemed as if I was 
loft, and could never recover myi'elf, but the 
more I tried the worfe J grew, until my dif- 
trefs was fo great, that fieep wholly cop.. 
from my eyes, fo that I never fhut them to 
p for three days and three nights together 
— And when urged to try for fleep, and to- 
ufe forcible means for that end, my concern 
was fo great that I dare not, left. I ihould a- 
wake in hell, and I wandered that I was 
there, ;v I could not charge Gcd 

with injuflice, if he mould ii feru 

j. ' Bui on the afh cay after': 
>pt awak r:ib!o a.] 

i's wrath, and had lain a; 
the drea ij 

C 
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fee*! the juftice and righteoufnefs of God, in 
fuch a fentence ; it pleafed the Lord, thro' 
the unfearchable riches of his grace and mer- 
cy, unexpectedly to manifeft: himfelf, in ano- 
ther manner, and in and thro* the Redeemer, 
fey thefe words of the blefTed Saviour, in Mat. 
ii, 28. Come unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you reft. By 
which, I was made to fee ChrifVs all-fuffici- 
ency, infinite fuitablenefs, and willingnefs to 
fave jull: fuch a fmful miferable wretch, as I 
had made myfelf. It now appeared real, that 
Chrift was calling and inviting me to come 
unto him j and O the divinity which I faw 
in the invitation, and in the way of falvation 
by him : And it feems as if I was conftrained 
to come (as laden and borne down as I was 
with my fins) and made to venture my foul, 
and eternal all with him. I think I was 
made to bow to his terms, and refign up my. 
felf to him ; and (if I miftake not) found an 
abfolute willingnefs and defire to take him for 
my prophet, pried and king ; and at the fame 
time found my weary foul refrefhed and com- 
forted, and filled with wonder and admiration 
at the infinite grace and condefcenfion of the 
blefTed Saviour, that ever he ihould look up- 
on one fo vile as I am. And when I thought 
what a glorious Being, and what love and 
grace I had finned againft, my heart brrke 
under it, and this opened the fprings of fcr^ 
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row : And, oh ! bleffed be the Lord, the al- 
mighty phyfician, who healeth the broken in 
heart, that of his fovereign grace, he has (as 
I hope) healed my foul. To him be glory 
forever." 

Thus, I have given a brief account of her 
fir ft notable experience of the work of God 
upon her foul, whicri has been followed by an 
agreeable Chriftian experience, in the courfe 
of her fubfequent life, and trials and deliver- 
ances ; fome thing of which will be neceflari- 
ly wrought into the remaining part of the 
narartive, unto which I now return. 

In a little time after this continued power 
to fpeak, fhe was able to fit up in the bed, 
and to have her cloaths on. About which 
time her fight was reftored, fo that (he could 
fee to read a little, which me had not done 
for near eight years. As I have obferved, 
her fight failed thro' extreme weaknefs of bo- 
dy, aad as her ftrength increafed this was re- 
ftored, and nothing more gradually than this. 
Firft me could only diftinguifh groffer objects, 
and then leffer, till (he could dinguifh letters 
and figures, which fhe then knew, as well as 
ever (he did, tho* at the fame time, (he had 
l©ft the knowledge of almoft all things that 
had been fo long lockt up from her fenfes. 
When firft carried abroad, juft to take the 
air, and the works of nature opened to her 
view, they wee almoft as new and furprifing 
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as if they had but then flatted into being.. 
Indeed, ihe had almoft loft every particular 
idea and remembrance of the whole exifting 
world without doors, that fhe ever had any 
knowledge of ; but had made a happy pro- 
ficiency (even by this time) in the knowledge 
of divine things, with which me was fo co»- 
verfant. 

When fhe was releafed from this eight years 
clofe confinement to her bed, and could bear 
the air a little, me more evidently recovered 
itrengfh ; and in about three years more had 
gained fo much as to be able to be held up 
in fome erecT: poflure, and fo by degrees to 
be led, or rather carried and borne up be- 
tween, two, moving her feet along carefully 
upon the floor, left they turned afide : for, 
even at this time, her ancle bones were ex- 
ceeding loofe and feparate, by reafon of the 
long and great relaxation of the nerves and 
tendons, that fhe could in no wife lift them 
up and ufe them, as perfons are wont to do, 
that yet have not ftrength to walk without 
help : yea, fo loofe and feparate were they, 
that a firing mufl fometimes be ufed about 
her feet and ancles, to keep her feet in any 
proper pofition, as fhe lay in the bed. And 
alfo, her kney-bones were fo weak and loofe, 
that after fhe was able to turn herfelf in bed, 
fhe fometimes put them out in dong this. 

But yet in the main, fhe gradually recruit- 
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ed, excepting in fame intervening fits of the 
pleurify and other fevers, and various diftem- 
pers, which retarded her recovery from her 
long weaknefs ; for, as it was obferved there 
was fcarce any diftemper fent into the place, 
but (he had a mare of it. Twice (he had the 
throat diftemper. The firfl time me was fei- 
zed with it, fee was under the effects of it 
from October to the July following, before 
any great revival At the lad time, which 
was in Ai 740, ihe had it fo bad, that 

*he was 0! take to her bed again, and 

never could help herfelf more, any thing con- 
fiderable, till the laft day of the May after, 
This now, was going back again into the 
depths, where fhe was tried with new fcenes 
of Providence, but, fupported aifo, with new 
iupplies of grace. 

At thefe feafons, fiae had great trials, and 
great confolations, to balance them. She 
gave me the account thus — ' Once I was near 
chcaked, and tho't I mould die. And was 
ready to hope for it, if it might be the will 
of God. My evidences for Heaven then, O 
how clear were they ? I had great comfort in 
God — I can't tell how great. Upon fome a- 
batement of my diftemper, I was forely exer- 
cifed with extreme hunger for bread, but 
mud not have it. I thought I mould gladly 
have taken it out of the mouth of the dogs„ 
if I might have it, A little after 1 law a piece 
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of bread given to a dog, which wro't ftrange- 

ly on my mind, and proved a temptation to 

uneafinefs, which brought on great darknefs. 

Could I belong to God, (faid I to myfelf) 

when denied the bread that was given to the 

dogs ! Oh, how it feemed for a little while ! 

Clouds and darknefs covered my foul. But 

in this time, thofe words in Ifa. 41, 10. came 

to mind, Fear thou not, for lam with thee ; be 

not difmayed, for 1 am thy God : I will Jlreng- 

then thce 9 yea, I will help thee, I will uphold 

thee with the right hand of my righteoufnefs > 

Which were improved upon my heart, firfl 

to bow me to the will of God, and afterwards 

to comfort me. After thefe, were given in 

thefe words, in Mat. 4, 4. Man fhall not live 

by bread alone, but by every word which pro- 

ceedeth out of the mouth of God. Oh how was 

I helped thereby ? And then was repeated the 

former words in Ifa. Fear not, &c. which came 

now with great power and confolation. And 

about three days after, I was able to take 

bread fafely, and was refrefhed and ftrength- 

ened thereby. But, I was made to fee that 

I had been fmfully impatient in the defires of 

death, for it appeared evident to me, that I 

ought to wait God's time ; and alfo, that I 

had been out of frame under the other trial. 

It feemed fometimes, as if God chaftened me 

to make me willing to die, and chafleued me 

2ke mc willing to live j yet in neither, 
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mud be my own chufer : But, to live cr die, 
as he pleafed — And it came to that, that I 
was many times afraid to chufe any thing; for 
myfelf here, left I mould crcfs the will of 
God.' This only for a fpecimen of her ex- 
periences under the dealings of Providence. 

When this laft mentioned illnefs was over, 
and the hyiteric diforders, which had mixed 
in with all, were abated, me mended by more 
fenfible degrees ; fo that on the 25th of July 
1 74 1, (he began to go with crutches; bear- 
ing her weight with them, and flipping her 
feet carefully along upon the floor ; for they 
were not yet capable of their proper ufe and 
motion, by reafon of the forementioned, re- 
laxation which ftill continued. In this man- 
ner me went at times, for the courfe of ten 
months, in which term fhe often made trial 
of her ftrength to go without crutches ; and 
on the very day of her great deliverance me 
gat up and flood alone, as fhe held her hands 
on her knees to fteady herfelf ; but could not 
lift up a foot to take a ftep. And never in 
all this courfe of 16 years did go one ftep 2- 
lone, until that wonderful event happened, on 
on the remarkable 25th of May laft ; which 
feemed fo vifibly to crown all that Providence 
had done for her before. 

I mall here difUn&ly tell what preceed 
attended, and followed it : in which method 
the reader may have the clearei ' it. 
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The Rev. Mr. Coit, (he aged Miniftec of 
Plainfield, at this time, who had been officious 
and kind to this diftreffed woman, (various 
-ways fo) was efpecially attentive to her cafe 
in this ; that (after her deep fenfe of religion 
and defirous to give glory to God, by con- 
ferring Chrift before men, as openly as {fee 
could) he did, at her requeft, go with his 
church to her father's home (as he hirr/elf 
informed me, fometime after the firft edition 
of the narrative) to receive her profemon of 
faith, and take her into full communion with. 
thorn. — And as the neighbouring minift 
with Mr. Coit, had frequency, at her defire. 
attended religious fails and lectures at her fa- 
ther's houfe j fo now, at her requefl;, a lec- 
ture was appointed to be there on Wednefoay 
this 25th of May, and the Rev. Mr. Lord, of 
Prefton, invited to preach it. On the Satur- 
day evening before, fhe had a very painful 
fenfe of her infirmities, and alfo an extraor- 
dinary experience of the power and fwcetnds 
of God's word ; which both fuppoited her 
under her prefent trouble, and alio encoura- 
ged her faith in God, and hope that it might 
be better with her. Thus, God ftrengvhencd 

with ftrength in her foul, and fo pro 
tioned the ftrength to the day. For 
time of her great exerciie, with par 

rdered joints, and with wc-aknel 
vital parte, the Lord, appeared for I. 



[ 33 1 

Ufe of his word, as he had been wont to do. 
And firft he fet home that word upon her 
heart, Let patience have its perfecl work. The 
fight ihe now had of the will of God in her 
affliction, that all was as God, the wife, the 
good and faithful God would have it, toge- 
ther with the view me had of her own un- 
worthinei's of any favour, greatly promoted 
her patience and fubmiffion. Then came that 
dire&ion and prcmife to her mind, in Rev. 
2, 10. — Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life, which greatly encou- 
raged her to hold out. And then, as if me 
muft have a more abundant confolation, thofe 
words in John ii, 40. — If thou wouldft be- 
lieve, thou fJjouldfl fee the glory of God, were 
br®ught home with great power upon her 
foul, which led her to view the help there 
was for her in God, in the way of believing - T 
and from that time inch was the powerful 
impreffion of that word, that me could net 
help thinking that God would fome way or 
other, glorify himfelf in her further and re- 
markable deliverance. Thus her mind wro't 
from day *.o day, till ihe had a ftrong perfua- 
fion that di • fnouki be healed, and that the 
power of God cvould be fetn in it, tho 
fhe knew not how. And whatever fufpicibn 
jhe had at times, that her faith in this matter 
was not of God, and whatever temptations 
m. had <:o druggie with, wl ed to 

C 2 
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her, that all her faith about being healed was, 

delufive, yet it prevailed over all difcourage- 

ment and oppofition, and kept up for the moffc 

part, during thefe three or four days till her 

deliverance came. On the evening before 

the lecture, her pains were very great, and 

her ancles (as fhe obferved) disordered and 

feparate as ufual, yet fhe daggered not thro* 

unbelief, but was enabled, (as it feemed to 

her) to believe againft hope, i. e. againft all 

human probability ; for all hopes of healing 

in the ordinary way, feemed to be cut off, 

and a doctor jufl before, upon the view of her 

difordercd joints, had faid he tho't fhe would 

always be a cripple : But yet her faith was 

ftrengthened to that degree, that it did not 

feem to her any thing the more difficult for 

God to heal her, becaufe her ftate was as it 

was. So far from thiif,~ that- her faith feeroed 

to rife the higheft^when her own difficult 

ilate appeared the plaineft. And, notwith- 

{landing every difcouragement in nature, fhe 

remained perfuaded, that God would glorify 

himfelf in her healing, and her thoughts ran 

much upon its being done on the leclure-day 

at hand. On the morning of that day, her 

faith grew ftronger frill, and fhe could not 

help thinking, that fhe fhould fee the glory 

of God that day ; but, this no way ferved to 

fuperfede or prevent her earneft prayer to 

God for healing. For, fhe felt her foul let 
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6ttt mtsch in feeking to the Lord jefus to 
heal her. And her faith was more and more 
ftrengthened by meditating on the miracles 
of Chrifc •, efpecially, on his healing the poor 
impotent man, that had lain To long at the 
pool. It feems it had been the Lord's man- 
ner with her, to encourage aud help along 
her faith and hope, by directing her to the 
■view of his miracles, wrought upon one and 
another, wherein me had often a clear rep- 
refentation of her impotent cafe ; and alio a 
foul reviving view of the power of Chrift ; 
fo me had at this time, and it did not feem 
difficult to her, to think that the Lord could 
and would help her. With this faith me en- 
tered the day ; and was ftrong in faith, and 
difpoled to give glory to God : her mind in an 
extraordinary raifed frame j and could fcarce 
keep from expreffing it out full.— When Mr, 
Lord came to attend the fervice appointed, 
me had a great defire to tell him what me 
had lately met with, and what her particu- 
lar faith was about her healing j but could 
not do it. And when me faw how fhe was 
retrained from it, it appeared to her, that it 
was bell me mould keep her faith to herfelf, 
left by publilhing it there might be an expec- 
tation among the people of fomething extra- 
ordinary, or otherwife, that improvement be 
made of it, which might not be for the glory 
of God. Mr, Lord began with prayer ; 



[ 3« J 

however earned therein for her, yet i: feenied 
to her, as if he was not fo earnell for her 
healing, as he ufed to be at other times. — 
For, fo intent was her mind on God's glori- 
fying himielf in her healing, and he not hav- 
ing any fueh particular faith as /he had, was 
not led to exprefs himielf fo fully anfwerable 
to her raifed thoughts of this particular thing. 
However, (lie feemed to be in a very happy 
frame in prayer and finging. And when Mr. 
Lord proceeded to the fermon, though it was 
trying, and kept her tho'ts employed much 
in feif-examination, yet it did not lower her 
faith, but tended all to flrengthen her. He 
preached from Ifa. 57, 15. I dive!! in the high 
and holy place r imth him a!fo that is of a con- 
trite and humble fpirtt, to revive the fpirit of 
the humble^ and to revive the heart of the con- 
trite ones. — After he had given fome defcrip- 
tion of the humble heart, and had fpoke of 
the gracious prefence of God^ promifed to 
fuch an one, &c. he proceeded to examine, 
whether thus humbled ? — She thought (he 
could anfwer to his rules of trial, arid fay a- 
men to them* and take the comfort thereof. 
After he had gone thro' with his examinati- 
on, he faid, * The Lord will revive the hearts 
cf the humble, and if you are truly humble, 
God will revive you ; depend upon it, 
will, and fear not. Yea, it' [or his glory, he 
v. Ill revive and bring you out of a furnace.' 
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Which' feerned to 'fink into' her heart,, 
the Lord did indeed fet it home by his fpirit : 
Then by the power of the word upon her 
foul, (he fell a trembling-; but this without 
any diffidence and terror ; for it was given 
to her, at that time, to believe that the Lord 
would revive and help her, and bring her out. 
This involuntary making now, continued but 
a .few minutes ; and nothing in' her behaviour 
was there to interrupt the religious exercife 
of the people. Her mind and heart kept up, 
in a raiied frame ; but yet fire was compofed 
thro' the whole, and was more and more con- 
firmed in it, that the Lord would fhew-'his 
glory in helping her. After fervice was over, 
Mr. Newel a&ed her how me- was ; but me 
was too much overcome to tell how. ' And 

a ihe began to fpeak, it was fomething 
abruptly — (fomewhat like as the fpoufe, when 
overcome with difecveries, begins thus— The 
voice of my beloved'.') plainly (hewing that her 
mind was full of thought, and that her ideas 
crowded fo fail to the door of outlet 

could not obferve the jufleft' order in 
their expreiiion and manner of coming fort!-;. 
She was now let upon the bed, fometi 

it :\nd overcome. Mr. Lord came and 

own by her, and dilcourled with her a 

- ived her to be too much 

ie for any converfation almoft ; fhe 
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will of God : but could not help talking a- 
bout her healing, and faid, fhe faw that Chrift 
was willing to heal her. Upon which Mr. 
Lord replied, that fhe mould have the will 
of Chrift concerning her. But by this time 
fhe was fo overpowered with the fenfe of God 
(as fhe exprefled it) that me could hardly 
fpeak, and could not tell what to compare 
herfelf to, but an atom drowned in the lea ; 
fo fwallowed up was fhe with the thoughts 
and fenfe of God, and every way furrcunded 
with his power. And then only obferved to 
Mr. Lord, that it feemed to her as if God 
was with her of a truth — and fo flopped — 
Upon which he replied, 'If fo, then you are 
well of it, and I will leave you for the pre- 
fent,' which he thought beft ; becaufe fhe 
was much fpent, and he was afraid fhe would 
be quite overcome with any more converfa- 
tion then. So he gat up and walked away 
among the people, that were yet tarrying in 
the houfe. And no fooner was he gone from 
her, but it turned in her mind' — The Leclure 
is ended, and the fervice all over, and I am not 
healed; ivhat is becc?ne ofmy faith now? Won't 
it be ivith vie as it ufed to be ? Whereupon a 
cloud of great darknefs came over her, for a 
minute or two ; in which time flic was led a- 
gain into herfelf, to fee what ?. poor unworthy 
creature me was, and had fome fuch thoughts 
of the wifdora and goodnefs of God's will, 
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that Die felt a difpofition to be as God would 
have her be. Then thofe words were repeat- 
ed to her, — If thou wilt believe, thou jhalt fee 
the glory of God. By which her darknefs was 
carried off, and under the influence of this 
word, now , fhe feemed (as fhe expreft. it) to 
be wholly taken out of herfelf, into the hands 
of God ; and enabled to believe that he 
could and would heal her. — Immediately up- 
on which, (he felt a flrange irrefiftible motion 
and making, which began nrft with her hands, 
and quickly fpreading over her whole frame ; 
in which time fhe felt a kind of weight upon 
her ; a fort of racking of her frame ; every 
joint as it were, working ; and as if fhe was 
with hands fqueezed together in her weak 
places. As this trembling went off, her pains 
went with it, and fhe felt flrong, efpecially in 
the feat of life, where me had been moil re- 
markably weak ; and from thence ftrength 
diffufed itfelf all over her animal frame, into 
her hips, knees, ancles., &c. She felt ftrong 
and well, as if fhe had no difeafe upon her, 
and was under no difficulty. And as fhe had 
this fenfation of new ftrength and freedom, 
fhe felt as if me was a raifmg up, and mutt 
rife ; and immediately rofe up and walked a- 
way among the people, with evident fprighf- 
linefs and vigour, to the afloniihrncnt of her- 
felf and thole about her. She went thla tins 
1 6 { :tti^ crying -out, ' Blef the Lor.. 
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fus, who has healed me !' But was foon damp- 
ed with this thought, that (he was only in a 
phrenzy, and not healed 5 and the more fo, 
when Mr. Lord (furprifed at feeing her walk 
thus, whom he had juft before left impotent 
and overcome too, fo that {he could hardly 
talk) did obferve to her, that me was in a 
phrenzy, and accordingly took hold of her 
and led her to the bed, and bid her fit down ; 
yea, even thruft her down. But me could 
not be confined there ; feeling yet ftrong and 
at liberty, me quickly rofe up again, with 
thofe words in her mind, I have loved thee 
with everlajitng love,, and with the high prai- 
fes of God in her mouth. Her foul being 
filled with fuch admiration and love, as fhe 
declared was inexpreiTible. Now fhe walked 
feveral times acrofs the room with flrength 
and fteadinefs ; which even conftrained the 
people to think and fay, verily, this is the 
power of God ! And they wondered, and 
praifed the fame. And it was about fix o'- 
clock in the afternoon when the thing was 
, at which they all marvelled, and hav- 
ing united in a prayer, and in praife, on this 
remarkable cccafion, they were difmiffed to 
their feveral homes, flill wondering and re- 
ioicino- at what their eyes had beheld, and 
their ears had heard that day. 

Thus I have related the matter as exactly 
as I could have it, both from others and her- 
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IUF. And as it may be expected by fome, 
in fuch a matter as this, here follow fome 
testimonies to her flat e before and after this 
event, related ; which, when I have inferted, 
I mall go on with the hiitory, and relate 
■ y the confluences of the event, which 
will exhibit further proof of the reality of 
it. 

" The tefximony of Philip Spaulding, of 
Plainfield, &c. of lawful age, teftifieth and 
fait!i, That living near Mr. Ifaac Wheeler's, 
father to Mercy Wheeler, who has for many 
years pad, lain confined and unable to walk, 
and being at the houfe, her mother defired 
me to look on her feet, and fee how her an- 
cle-bones were parted. I did fo, and felt on 
them, and they were parted fo that I could 
lay the ball of my thumb between them, and 
her feet feemed to me, to turn any way, as 
though they had no itrsngth in them. And 
further faith the deponent, that being at the 
houfe, the next morning after the Rev. Mr. 
Hezekiah Lord preached there, I obferved 
that Mercy had the ufe of her feet to my ad- 
miration." 

" The teftimony of Doctor James Girauld, 
of lawful age, ted liieth and faith, That forne- 
time in the month of May laft, being at the 
houfe of Mr. Ifaac Wheeler, his daughter 
Mercy dehred me to look at her ancle joints, 
and the bones of her ancles were parted to 
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my admiration. They were fo parted from 
their proper place, that I could lay the ball 
of my thumb between the bones, and I fur- 
ther fay, that I was there the next day after 
Mr. Lord preached at the houfe, and obferv- 
ed Mercy acknowledging the goodnefs of God 
in her fudden relief, and fhe defired me to 
view her ancles now ; I did fo, and the bones 
were drawed up to their proper place, to my 
admiration." 

" The teflimony of Benjamin Wheeler, of 
lawful age, teftifieth and faith, That being at 
Ifaac Wheeler's houfe, fometime before Mr. 
Lord preached there in May lad, his wife de- 
fired me to look on Mercy's feet. I did fo, 
and the bones of the ancle joints were parted 
from each other." 

Plainfield, June seth, 1743. 

Then the above named Philip Spaulding, 
James Girauld, and Benjamin Wheeler, all 
perfonally appeared, and made oath to the 
above written evidences. — before me, 

Timothy Pierce^ Afiiilant. 

Now to return to the narrative, and to 
fpeak particularly of the confequences of this 
event, from the clofe of that day on which 

it happened, and fo forward to this day 

I have given account of her walking alone* 
and with evident tokens of new ftrength, in 
the prefer. ce of many witneiTes, en that 
01 her deliverance. So me continued able 
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to walk all the evening after, went to bed, 
flood up and undreft herfelf, which fhe had 
not done before in 16 years. She lay down 
to reft, believing in God, and giving thanks 
for the wonders he had done, but, thro* the 
abundance of thought, ftept but little that 
night. Sometime in the night felt fuch re- 
turn of her pains, as gave her to think, God 
was about to try her : and moreover it was 
fuggefled to her, ' Though you have had 
flrength to walk, yet it will be foon taken 
away, and how will you bear that ?' But this 
temptation was prefently over, as fhe felt her 
Ifcvill bowed to the will of God, and it feemed 
to her, as if fhe was made willing to go back 
again to prifon, if it was the pleafure of the 
Lord, that (lie mould ; and the whole term 
of her being there, now feemed fhort to her, 
from the fweet review me had of God's pre- 
sence with her there. In the morning her 
[pains continued, but her faith, tho' tried, fail- 
ed not. As foon as the light favored her, 
fhe reached for her bible, and be^an to read, 
and found new flrength by the word. Tho* 
E had been darted into her mind, 'You won't 
'be able to rife and walk,' fhe found prefent 
f relief by that word — All things are poftble to 
him that belkvcih. And reading the account 
of three miracles which Chrift wrought, fhe 
was frill more encouraged and ftrengthe 

, nains abated, and it feem- 
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ed as if fhe was bid to arife. She rofe 
and dreft herfelf, without help, which fhe 
had not done before in all the time of her 
ueaknefs. W^en drcffing herfelf, it came 
into her mind to view and feel of her ancles, 
which fhe found to her admiration and thank- 
fulnefs, were clofed and firm, where before 
they were feparate and loofe. As en the o- 
ther day, when fhe was, as it were, taken by 
the hand and lifted up, fhe perceived that im- 
mediately her feet and anele-bor.es recc 
flrength. So now, fhe faw, that they 
clofed up, as they never had been before in 
ail her impotency. And fo, fhe had an evi- 
dence of her healing, from fight as well as 
fenfe. She dreft, and walked, praifing God, 
After having walked about the ncufe a while, 
fhe went abroad, and over to her brother's 
houfe, about twelve rod?. r ihis was all new 
exercife to her, and opened to her new oi> 
fervations, and let in new reflections. And 
the difcovery and f-nfe of God in her late de- 
liverance, feemed to reflect a ne\. upon 
every thing fhe faw and met with. She could 
turn lier eyes no Way, but the world about 
her feemed full of the evidence of a God and 
Providence, which ferved to keep her ioul at 
work, and in its exerpife of love and do 
God. 

On this day, viz.. the day after It- 
erance, Mr, Newel (who 
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at Plainfield) preached a ferrnon at her fa- 
ther's houfe, from thole words in John. 5, 14, 
Afterwards Jefusjindeth him in the tepiple, and. 
/aid unto him, behold, thou art made whole ; Jin 
no more, left a worfe thing come unto thee ; — 
Which proved a.feafonable word unto her, as 
thereby Hie was taught the danger which thole 
are yet in of finning, who have be^n the fub- 
jects of great deliverances, and io was led to 
fee her danger of pride, doth, unthankfulnc 
&c. And as (lie had discovered a great de- 
lire to be, and even a perfuafion that fhe 
mould be in the' houfe of God the next S; 
bath ; fo in hearing tills fermon fhe was much 
confirmed therein. And accordingly, on I 
very fabbath following (though cloudy ;: 
rainy, and before. fhe had been ufed to the air 
much) fhe was enabled to ride to the houfe of 
the Lord, which was near three miles ; and 
had not been upon a horfe in iixteen years 
before. As fhe was palling thereto, it v 
fuggeiled to her i You are got from your fa- 
ther's houfe, and going where you know not, 
and it may be will never return.' Up 
which, fne had a thought of being carried 
ck directly ; but the temptation was repel - 
1 1 v ith that word, They that trujl in the L 
II be ai . which cannA be moved. 

, is (lie cxpreil it) it ieemed to her as 
)rd, by a 
h .. uy; where Jhe vi 

b 2 
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to ftttend on the public worfhip all the day, 
without pain or wearinefs, or taking any cold. 
On the nrlt day of June, Mr. Lord, of Pref- 
ron, preached a public lect-tire there from A&s 
3, 6 — ro. And immediately his feet and ancle- 
bones received flrength, and he leaping up, flood 
and walked^ and entered with them into the tern- 
pie, walking and leaping and praifng God, and 
all the people faw him walking arid proofing God. 
Which were fo true to her, that, on that day 
me entered with them into the temple walk- 
ing, Sec. and all the people faw it. — On the 
14th of June, another fermon was had there, 
from Mat. 15,28. And floe faid, truth Lord, 
yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from 
their maflers table. Then fefus faid unto her, 
•0 woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee e- 
■ve;i as thou wilt— Shewing that humble im- 
portunity and faith, are victorious over all dif 
:ouragements. Very eminently verified in 
her cafe. She attended to all appearance as 
i fpettaclc of men and angels ; unmoved at 
the numerous beholders ; unmoved with any 
ching but her great falvation, and God's glo- 
ry therein. After this public exercife, me 
walked from the meeting- houfe to a private 
one many rods. She has been able to walk 
ever fince, and generally has attended the 
public wormip on Sabbath days, from the 
firftj and begins to travel abroad into osher 
towns, The laft week (be rode to Nor 
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which is 15 miles; and was at the public 
worfhip and communion with us the laft Sab- 
bath ; and walked both to and from the houfe 
of God, morning and evening. 

Thus evident is her restoration, and increaf- 
ing ftrength and health alfo. For, never did 
Ihe, in all her former revivals, recover health, 
nor ever could (he take food and fleep fc 
that purpofe, as now fmce this laft deliver- 
ance. And for this reafon has the narrative 
been the more readily delayed unto this time, 
that days might give the ftronger proof of 
what was fo fudden and furprifmg. Thus it 
conftantly appears to have been no phrenzy 
of her's, that fhe fir ft walked ; but a faft, 
and work of the Lord ; for me has done fo 
many months, and is as like to do fo (till as- 
any other perfon. 

And a further teftimony for God k yet" 

exhibited in her moral condudh She walk- 

eth praifmg God wherever fhe goes. ft feems 

as if her foul was in health and profpered. — 

She appears to have an abiding fenfe of God 

upon her foul, and to walk up and down in 

the licht of God's countenance; rejoicing in 

God and Jefus Chrift as her all : but with 

great fclf-diffidence and cautionary fear, left 

(hould fome way or other dilhonor God, 

and be a (tumbling block to men. And fo 

iall clofe up the narrative, with giving 

a fpecimen of her daily refle&i- 
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oils and breathings of. foul, in her own lan- 
guage 

" Scarce one day now do I look abroad, 
but the works of creation fhew me God, and 
lead me to him : and yet dare not fay that I 
live one minute as I ought — I want to fee 
more of the dealings of God with me, that I 
might live more to him — Oh how mould I 
live ! entirely devoted to God, as my con- 
ftant end and all — If I could praife God, it 
feems that I mould be content in any condi- 
tion that he would have me in — Oh what a 
life mould I live ? — Never a foul fo indebted 
to God as I am. It was the lowefl ftoop 
that ever Chrifl made, when he looked upon 
me — When I think how he has paffed by 
thcufands, and had mercy on me, the vileft 
of all, how furprifing ! — 'Tis only becaufe he 
will have mercy on whom he will have mer- 
cy — And yet how unthankful am I ! — My 
heart is furely worfe than others. O my in- 
gratitude ! — How good is God and how ho- 
ly ! — It feems that I never did any thing — ■ 
And without Chrifl I can do nothing — I long 
that Chrifl may be all ; and what is all 
compared with him ! — Oh that I may live 
wholly on him, and to God by him ! — But I 
am afraid to fpeak left it would be to I 
myfelf:' and yet I know that if others have 
any thing to boafl of, I have not! 

O that God would hum 
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and glorify himfelf 1" Such kind ©f reflec- 
tions and breathings go into her daily con- 
vention. And was it the obfervation that 
Chriit made of his difciples ?' I am glorified in 
them — May this be eminently true of her ; 
and let all that has been here faid, be fo re- 
ceived, that Chrifr, may be glorified in and by 
her. Yea., when Chrift comes to be glorifi- 
ed in his faints, may he be admired in her as 
in all them that believe. 

Norwich, October 14, 1743. 



FURTHER ACCOUNT. 

At the defire of Col. Elisha Williams, after 
he returned from England; 1 added a few 
lines in one of the Copies, he fent back there, 
in the following 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Norwich, "June 10, 1752. 
AT this diftance from the date of the fore- 
going narrative; it may be obferved for the 
tatisfaclion of a foreign reader, that this 
Mrs. Mercy Wheeler is yet a living inilance 
of the fame kind Providence, and kinder 
grace, which at firfr, fprang her furprifing 
deliverance. 

Though fubject to often infirmities (as oth- 
er weakly perfons) yet her former impotency 
E 
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has nevsr returned upon her ; but rather is 
fhe capable of walking, and of bufinefs, as 
far as confifts with her weakly conflitution ; 
and a great blefling to thofe about her, in 
refpecl of her increafmg virtue and piety ; as 
if the author of her falvation had determined, 
it mould not be the work and wonder only 
of a day or a year, but fome continued thing. 
And fo hath he made his wonderful works to 
be remembered, by holding up to this day, 
the living image of his power and grace. 

She appears one of the moft humble, mo- 
deft, ftedfaft, lively Chriftians, that is. — The 
longer me lives a fubjecl of fo great a deliver- 
ance, the brighter evidence me exhibits of the 
grace of God, that has formed her what fhe is. 

In the midfl of her trials, which me has en- 
dured of one kind and another, and efpecially 
of the attempts of fome, to draw her off from 
the faith and order of the gofpel, into fome 
wildneffes in conduct. ; Ihe yet fhines as a 
remarkable example of meeknefs, patience, 
love, faith, fortitude and unfhaken conftancy 
in religion, and other lovely divine virtues, 
which ufed to form perfons for the delight of 
God and Jefus Chrift, angels and men. 

Benja. Lord. 

N. B. This account was fent home by col. 
Williams, and there accepted with fatisfac- 
tion, by thofe that wanted to hear further cf 
her. 
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FURTHER ACCOUNT. 
NOW, at this date, 28 years from the May 
25th, 1743, the memorable day of her deliv- 
erance, the fubjed of the foregoing narrative 
yet lives, a kind of monument of God's work 
of wonder, in the free ufe of her limbs as ev- 
er (it feenis) and in a meafure of health, for 
one of her tender make. 

Some years fmce, fhe married to Mr. Jon- 
athan Cafe of Lebanon, and now the pious 
and pleafant companion of his life. — 'Tis an- 
imating to hear her account of the fatisfac- 
tion of foul fhe has under the miniftry where 
Providence has call her lot, and to obferve 
her improvement in- Chriftian knowledge, 
faith and duty ; where fnQ is fome ornament 
and credit to her profefhon, and the delight 
of her Chriftian neighbours.^ 

Whatever has been, and is faid of her, to 
the advantage of her Chriftian character, (he 
will take notice of, only as it reflects a great- 
er honour on the name of God, who has ma- 
nifefted his power and grace to fo podr and 
worthlefs a creature in herfelf. And what- 
ever (let it be mercy or affliction) that helps 
her to fee more of God and Chrift, will pro- 
portionably encreafe the like temper of heart 
with Job, Now mine eye feeth thee, I abhor my- 
felf, and repent in duji and afoes. Amen. 

Br: Lord. 

Norwich, Bee. 6, 17 7.1. 



REDEMPTION. 

E humble, ye high hills ; bow your Iof, 
ty. tops, ye towering cedars ; hide your 
heads, ye dwellings of the proud ; peace, ye 
winds ; be ftill, ye waves ; filence, ye roar- 
ing tempers', and rocking whirlwinds ! 

i. Doth not awful filence become you, 
while we fpeak of the wonderful agony of 
our God ? 

3. Silent and abafhed ye were when he 
fuffered : now attend, while a fmner hears 
the glad tidings, while the voice of great joy 
breaks into the heart and houfe of mourning. 

4. Behold that crofs ! lift up thine eyes, 
and wonder — fon of man, behold and adore. 

5. Was ever goodnefs like the goodnefs 
of thy God ? — was ever mercy like his mer- 
cy ? — W as ever forrow like his forrow ? — lif- 
ten and be filent ; abominate thyfelf, and 
cleave to thy Redeemer. 

6. Lo, yonder he is ftretched ! — lo, yon- 
der he bleeds ! — lo, yonder he hangs on the 
accurfed tree ! — the Son of God ! — the meek, 
the mild, the blefled Jefus ! a horrid fpefta- 
cle ! between earth and heaven ! 

7. Even the holy angels hide their heads 
and weep ! 

8. What then (hall man ? for whom the 
Son of the Almighty is thus raifed aloft on 
the tree of infamy 1 thus ftretched out ! thus 
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bleeding ! thus expiring in tortures incon- 
ceivable, and far above the reach of human 
thought ! 

9. His ftony heart mould melt — his melt- 
ing heart mould weep great drops of blood. 

10. Behold no diadem of gold adorns his 
Savour's head : no coflly jewels fparkle round 
his brows : his crown is only v a (harp crown 
of thorns — his jewels, crimfon rubies of his 
own mod precious blood ! 

11. Oh canft thou then contemplate, and 
be cold ? canft thou furvey fuch fufFerings 
a'nd not pity ? art thou a man ? art thou not 
a (inner ? canft thou reflect ? oh, canft thou 
remember, all, all is for thee — and ftill be 
ungrateful 1 

12. See! through the craming fmews of 
thy benevolent Redeemer's tender hands the 
hardy executioner hath driven the piercing, 
(harp-pointed nails ! 

13. The blood fprings forth at each bar- 
barous blow — and the triumphant fufferer a- 
mid fuch agony co.-nplaineth not : child of 
affliction ! wilt thou then ever dare to com- 
plain ? 

14. BlefTing and health fell from thofe 
hands — they dropped comfort as the honey- 
comb — why, oh man, art thou an enemy to 

tbyfetf? 

'15. \¥hy haft thou thus prevented the 
hours oi thy own felicity ? why are thofe 
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hands transfixed and confined ? why nailed 
to yon fgnominious tree, the feet which un- 
wearied went about doing good ? 

1 6. See how the fovereign healer of man- 
kind — fee how the love of God and man 
hangs on thofe four great wounds ! his whole 
body's weight horribly fupported by the a- 
cute agony of thofe airlifting lacerations ! 

17. How can I, finful dull and afhes, how 
can I, oh my Lord, dare to contemplate thy 
wounds and forrows, without the Ioweft prof- 
tration of foul and body ! — 'how can I behold 
thee thus fuffering, and my heart not burfl 
at the fight, and rivers of tears not gufh from 
my eyes ! 

18. Oh I will love thee. I will adore thee 
above all things ! yea, thy love fhall be the 
conftant meditation of my foul. 

1 9. Hear, my foul ! for it is the lad voice 
of thy expiring Redeemer — hark, for all na- 
ture is filent ! and make a folem paufe — E- 
loi, Eloi, lama fabacthani ! 

20. Eloi, Eloi, lama fabacthani ; — what 
words can utter that diftrefs, or who can ex- 
prefs thy agonies ? 

21. My God — oh wail thou forfaken of 
thy father — why, ah why, unfearchable depth 
of anguifh ! 

22. " Is it nothing to you, all ye that p-ifs 
by : — behold and fee, if ever forrow was 
unto my forrow, wherewith the lord 
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fli&ed me in the day of his fierce anger ?'- tj 

23. Thus long firice fpoke the prop: 
voice — Here was the full completion : here 
fin and death were triumphant, and here were 
poured forth the lad ftruggles of mine, and 
every condemned finner's foul ! 

24. My God, it is finifhed : it is fmifoed • 
—oh my Saviour, why that laft and piercing 
groan ? 

25. I fee thy head falling upon thy fac 
bofom — I fee and tremble to behold the won- 
drous myflic ftream flowing from thy pre- 
cious fide ! 

26. I hear thy expiring groan — umvsrfal 
nature heareth it, and ftandeth aghaft — the 
affrighted fun veils in thick darknefs his 
tinguilhed fplcndor — the earth fhaketh ex- 
ceedingly — the mountains tremble with fear 
and alionifhment — the rocks are rent— the 
graves are opened — the dead arife — and the 
day is turned into night, for the light of the 
world ceafeth. 

27. Sinner i it was thy God, who thus fuf- 
fered in thy nature, that thou mighteft par- 
take of his, and not die the death eternal. 

28. Sinner ! his name is Jcfus. 

29. For thee he took that name, that he 
might fave thee from thy fins, that he m 
redeem thee from the wrath of the father, and 
become thy propitiation and ranfom. 

30. Adore and wonder ; be humble and 
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fear : fo mall thy bofom feel the divine 
~-and thy heart burn with new comforts. 

31. Sinner] his name from all eternity is 
Jehovah : for thee he fubmitted to be called 
Saviour. 

32. Oh rejoice that Jehovah is thy ftrength 
and fupport : fing with the voice of fweeteft 
melody — " Jehovah h my Jefus and Redeem- 
er." 

$2,- Meditate hereon, and be meek : look 
on that crofs, and learn if thou canll fathom 
its depth — whence fuch love to thee. 

34. Let the name Jefus obtain a place and 
dwell in thy heart : thy fears will then van- 
iih as the early dew before the fan : thou 
'halt find peace. 



The THREE WARNINGS. 

THE tree of deepejft root is found 
Leafl willing itill to quit the ground -, 
'Twas therefore laid, by ancient fages, 

That love of life increas'd with years, 
So much, that in our later ftages, 
When pains grow fharp, and ficknefi ragef., 
The greateft love of life appears. 

This great affection, to believe, 
Which all confefs, but few perceive, 



[ 57 1 

>ld alfertions can't prevail, 
Be pleas'd to hear a modern tale. 

When fports went round, and all were gay 
On neighbour Dobfon's wedding-day, 
Death cali'd afide the jocund groom - 
With him into another room : 
And looking grave, " You muft" fays he, 
4i Quit your fweet bride, and come with me." 

" With you, and quit my Sufan's fide ! 
With you !" die haplefs hufband cry'd : 
" Young as I am ! 'tis monftrous hard! 
Befides, in truth, I'm not prepar'd : 
My thoughts on other matters go \ 
This is my wedding-night, you know." 

What more he urg'd I have not heard, 
His reafons could not well be ftronger ; 
So Death the poor delinquent fpar'd' 
And left to live a little longer. 

Yet calling up a ferious 'look, 
His hour-glafs trembled while he fpoke, 
" Neighbour," he faid, "farewel ! No morn 
Shall Death difturb your mirthful hour : 
And further, to avoid all blame 
Of cruelty upon my name, 
To give you time for preparation, 
And fit you for your future flation, 
Three feveral warnings you fhall have. 
Before you're fummon'd to the grave : 
Wiping for once I'll quit my prey, 

d grant a kind reprieve/ 
In hopes you'll have no more to fay, 
en I call again this way, 

E 2 
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Well pleas'd, the world will leave." 
To thefe conditions both confented, 
And parted perfedly contented. 

What next the Hero of our tale befel, 
How long he liv'd, how wife, how well, 
How roundly he purfu'd his courfe, 
And fmoak'd his pipe, and ftrok d his horle, 

The willing mufe (hall tell : 
He chafrer'd then, he bought, he fold, 
Nor once perceiv'd his growing old, 

Nor thought of Death as near \ 
His friends not falfe, his wife no threw, 
Many his gains, his children few, 
He pafs'd his hours in peace ; 
But while he view'd his wealth increafe, 
While thus a long Life's dufty road 
The beaten track content he trod, 
Old Time, whofe hafte no mortal fpares, 
Uncall'd, unheeded, unawares, 

Brought on his eightieth year. 
And now one night in mufing mood, 
As all alone he fate, 
Th* unwelcome meffenger of Fate 
Once more before him Hood. 

Half kilPd with anger and furprife, 
« So foon return'd ».' old Dobfon cries. 

< So foon, d'ye call it I' Death rephcs : 
6 Surely, my friend, you're but m jeft, 

Since I was here before, 
»Tis fix-and-thirty years at leaft, ? 
And you are now fouricore. 
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c So much the worfe,' the Clown rejoin 5 u j 
1 To fpare the aged would be kind : 
Befides, you promis'd me Three Warnings, 
Which I have look'd for nights and mornings. 

* I knov^,' cries Death, ' that at the bed, 
I feldom am a welcome gueft ; 
But don't be captious, friend, at lead j 
I little thought you'd Hill be able 
To dump about your farm and liable ; 
Your years have run to a great length, 
1 wifh you joy though of your ftrength.' 
4 Hold,' fays the Farmer, < not fo faft, 
I have been lame thefe four years pad.' 

4 And no great wonder,' Death replies, 
s However, you fall keep your eyes ; 
And fure to fee one's loves and friends, 
For legs and arms would make amends.' 
'Perhaps,' fays Dobfon, * f o it might, 
But latterly I've loft my fight.' 

6 This is a mocking dory, faith, 
Yet there's fome comfort dill,' fays Death ; 
« Each drives your fadnefs to amufe ; 
I warrant you hear all the news.' 

« There's none,' cries he, ' and if there were 3 
I'm crown fo deaf I could not hear.' 

' Nay, then,' the Spectre ftern rejoin'd, 
< If you are lame, and deaf, and blind, 

You've had your three fufficient Warnings; 
So come along no more we'll part,' 
He faid, and touch'd him with his dart ; 
And now old Dobfon turning pale, 
Yields to his fate fo ends my tale. 



